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three of its guns. The same year an entire district attached to the
Demidov iron foundries rebelled. A local retired soldier taught the
peasants how to handle arms. The peasants routed a detachment of
500 soldiers sent out against them.

The uprisings at the Goncharov and Demidov factories were crushed
only after a large detachment of tsarist troops consisting of three
regiments of infantry and artillery was sent out against them. Iso-
lated uprisings likewise broke out in the metallurgical works of tho
Urals in the 'sixties*

Disorders among the serf peasants showed a marked increase
beginning with the 'forties. Peasants killed their landlords and bail-
iffs, set fire to estates, and sometime^ rose in whole villages against
the government detachments. The movement grew .particularly strong
after 1762, when the landlords, upon returning to their estates fol-
lowing the edict of "liberties of the nobility," began to oppress the
peasants still more*

18. THE PEASANT WAR LED BY PUOACHEV

The Beginning of the Uprisings* In the sixties of the 18th cen-
tury outbreaks among the serfs became more frequent. There were
close upon 40 uprisings in the central regions of Russia alone.

The Volga peoples who were most outrageously exploited by both
the landlords and the tsarist officials, found themselves in a partic-
ularly grievous position. After the suppression of the Batyrsha uprising
in Bashkiria, the seizure of Bashkirian lands was intensified. Russian
merchants and manufacturers laid waste to the Bashkirian farms,
cut down forests and built new factories. Fearing raids, they turned
the factories into regular fortresses and supplied them with arms and
gunpowder.

The Kalmucks, who until the seventies of the 18th century lived
on either side of the Lower Volga, were in no better a position. In 1,771,
unable to bear the persecutions of the tsarist government any longer,
a considerable section of the Kalmucks who had pitched their nomad
camps on the left banks of the Volga migrated eastward towards the
Chinese border. The majority of the Kalmucks died on the way from
hunger and in battle with the Kazakhs. The survivors settled in Chinese
Eastern Turkestan. The only Kalmucks remaining in Russia were
those who lived on the right bank of the Volga.

The unrest also spread among the Russian Cossacks living on the
Yaik (Ural) River. By the middle of the 18th century the same social
differentiation had taken place among the Yaik Cossacks as among
the Zaporozhye and Don Cossacks before them. There were constant
conflicts between the wealthy Cossacks and the mass of the rank-and-
file. As a rule the government took the side of the wealthy Cossacks